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NEWSLETTER 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome Back!! I hope you all had a lovely Summer?  

The children returning after the summer seemed to have grown up so much in just 7 weeks and with a new 
found confidence, are now ready for the new challenges in Room 5! The new children are generally settling in 
very well and by the end of this week all 30 of them will have started with us.  

Our topic for this term is ‘All About Me’ The topic letter to provide you with more details has recently been 
sent home. After half term we will also be celebrating ‘Diwali’- Festival of Lights, Halloween and Christmas, 
learning about Autumn and Fireworks/Dangers and supporting Children in Need. 

Safeguarding Our Children 

Please can parents/carers be aware of the children’s safety while they are on pre-school premises. If you leave 
the pre-school and the doors have been locked can you ensure that you advise a member of staff so they can 
lock the door after you. Also can parents please not use mobile phones on the premises, if you need to make a 
call then please do so outside. I always display a notice on my notice board highlighting this.  

For parents who have any Safeguarding concerns and who may need advice or guidance please see the 
important information displayed on my parent notice board.  

I hope you will all appreciate and observe the pre-school’s safeguarding procedures, ensuring your children are 
kept safe at all times. THANK YOU.  

Clothes/Coats/Bags etc  

Please can you ensure that your children wear appropriate and SENSIBLE FOOTWEAR and a WATERPROOF 
coat or warm jacket each day for when we go outside in the garden. All children are outside for 40 minutes 
each morning and when the weather is cold and wet the children need warmer clothes. We would be grateful if 
you could put coats etc. in your child’s group box in the foyer first thing in the morning. Please can you dress 
your children in clothes that you don’t mind getting messy and are easy for them to manage when they need to 
go to the toilet. Quite often, children (& STAFF) have difficulty in undoing belts, buckles, dungarees etc. and 
by the time we have mastered it the children have wet themselves.  Pull on trousers/leggings would be much 
appreciated.  Please can you also write your child’s name in their clothing and on the outside of their bag.  

Room 5 

Room 5 (for the older children leaving next Summer) will be opening from next Monday, 2 October.  We have 
worked out the Room 5 rota and this is now displayed in the foyer. The children have all been allocated 2 
mornings each week but if I have any spaces due to absences then these will be filled fairly. On occasion I may 
add a younger child to the groups if I think they are particularly able to cope with the more challenging 
environment. Children who are in Room 5 should be taken straight down there upon arrival and collected from 
there at home time please.  

Contribution towards extra activities and events   

On a annual basis (generally September) I now ask parents for a contribution of £20 to go towards the cost of 
all the extra activities we enjoy throughout the year, such as MAD Academy (music & dance), Mini Football, 
Musical Bumps, Cooking and the parties at Christmas and the end of the Summer term. I hope you will 
appreciate that my budget is tight and by contributing just £20 I can continue to provide these fun activities! 
(if this is difficult for anyone please speak to me). I would be grateful to receive the payment in CASH as soon 
as possible please and in a named envelope. Many Thanks 

 



Autumn Term 

Fees/Funding 

Fees continue to be £15 per session. Invoices are given out half termly and payment should be made by bank 
transfer please. The bank details are now shown on the invoice. I also accept Childcare vouchers. (please see 
me for more details). If you require a receipt for fees paid then just return the invoice and I will sign and 
return it to you as the receipt. If your child is eligible for 2/3/4 year old funding I will in the foyer next week 
with the relevant funding forms for you to complete. 

Please can you ensure that any money given to the pre-school (fees/lunch club) is given in an envelope, 
clearly marked with what it is for.  

EYPP 

Early Years Pupil Premium is additional Government funding allocated to Pre-Schools, Nurseries etc for 
children aged 3/4 whose families are on low income. It is used by us to support children’s development, 
learning and care. If you think you are eligible, you will need to complete the relevant section on the funding 
form so enabling me to check eligibility and make a claim.  

Lunch Club 

Lunch Club operates on Wednesdays only, providing I have more than 5 children attending. Times are 12.15-
1.30 at a cost of £5. Children need to bring their lunch/drink in a named box. Lunch Club is not compulsory so 
children can attend every week or now and again! 

Coffee Mornings 

Coffee morning for parents/carers or anyone who fancies it will be starting again on Friday 6 October from 
9.20-10.30 in Room 4 down the corridor. Julie (Sophie’s mum) has kindly offered to organise it now that Kirsty 
has left us. We hope to run it on a monthly basis and on different mornings each time so that parents who 
work have the opportunity to stay. There will be toys available for the little ones, so come along and enjoy 
meeting other parents for a chat over Tea, Coffee, Cake & Biscuits!! 

Asthma Inhalers 
If you child has been diagnosed with Asthma or has an inhaler then can you please ensure you advise us 
immediately and that you provide us with an inhaler to keep on the premises. Inhalers should not be left in 
your child’s bag in the foyer. An asthma attack is life threatening and therefore it is very important we are 
aware that an inhaler is needed and that a consent form to administer it is completed.  

Policies/Procedures/Continuous Improvement 
Available in the foyer, is a folder containing the pre-school’s policies and procedures. These are regularly 
updated and are there for anyone to read (but not take away please). There may be queries you have regarding 
information, protocol or organisation within the pre-school so please have a look. There is also an improvement 
plan which is updated every half term which shows how we continually plan to improve our setting.   

Website/Photos 
I often get asked general questions relating to holiday dates etc. please look at my website, all the 
information is shown on there and it is updated weekly (address is on the front of this newsletter). You may be 
interested in reading the ‘Testimonials’ as there are many quotes from parents whose children left us in July 
to go to Primary School.  I also continually update the many photos in the foyer so please have a look!. This 
year the format of displaying photos has changed and they are now displayed on a board in the recess above 
the pew. 

Box Sessions 

To support children that may need some extra help in a variety of ways, we organise daily 1-1 or small group 
box sessions. The focus will generally be on developing attention and listening skills, communication and 
language and turn taking. If we feel your child needs support in these areas we will speak to you to let you 
know that they are receiving extra support. I must point out that this does not mean your child has severe 
needs that requires a referral.   

 

          September 2017 



Autumn Term 

Information 

For parents/carer's etc, all relevant and important notices, including the planning for the year/half-term and 
week are displayed on the large red board in the foyer. The white board opposite, displays the daily 
information such as where your children need to be collected from at home time and daily snacks etc. (please 
check daily). Some children have changed groups this term so please check the lists in the foyer.   

Photographs 

Colin, our usual photographer will be taking the children’s individual photographs on Wednesday 15 November. 
If your child is not normally in on Wednesday and you wish their photo to be taken, then please bring them in 
at 9.15 but you will need to stay with your child. I will set room 5 up as a waiting room and the photos will be 
taken on a first come first served basis. For all parents who wish the photos to include siblings then please 
come in at 9.00. Children who attend on Wednesdays should be brought to the hall as normal and we will take 
them to room 4 for the photos. I can guarantee that you won’t be disappointed as Colin takes beautiful 
photographs and they will be ready for Christmas-ideal as presents.  

Harvest 

The Church are celebrating Harvest this weekend (30sept/1 Oct) and as usual we would like to support them 
by donating non-perishable items please. We would be grateful to receive your donations by Friday (29th) this 
week please. All donations will be gratefully received by various local charities and I will let you know of these 
in due course.  

Extra Activities 

This year, the children will continue to enjoy our extra activities on a monthly basis. They will be participating 
in Mini football sessions with coach Dan, MAD Academy (music and dance) with Sarah/Zoe and new for this 
term is Musical Bumps with Clare, a singing/movement session using puppets. I am trying to secure Phonic 
Stars again which is a fun activity session focusing on letter sounds. Nicola (ex staff) will be visiting to lead 
cooking sessions and Rachel the local Librarian will be reading stories. I try to arrange all the sessions on 
different mornings as not all children attend every day. The only activity that isn’t flexible is the football so 
if you wish your child to join in but they are not in on Fridays, then please let me know and I will try and 
squeeze them in!! 

Christmas Nativity Play/Party 

Our Christmas Nativity will be held on Monday 11 December at 11.00am. I can’t believe I am mentioning this 
already but I know some of you need to work around commitments with work etc. All children take part and 
parents are invited to come and watch. The performance will last approx. 45 minutes.  

The Christmas Party will be on Friday 15 December (our last day of term). Further details of all Christmas 
events will be given in my next newsletter. 

Finally 

Over the Summer I had Room 1 (to the side of the stage) decorated. It is now a lovely bright red, in part, with 
a new carpet and rug. If anyone would like to have a look then please just ask! 

Dates For Your Diary 

Break up for half term           Friday 20 October 

Return/Halloween Activities               Monday 30 October 

Children’s Individual photographs     Wednesday 15 November   

Christmas Nativity Concert          Monday 11 December 

Christmas Party/Break up            Friday 15 December 

 

Elaine 
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